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100 National Guard helicopters. This
would just pay for the use and the crew
and the maintenance and upkeep of
eight of those they already have. It
won’t purchase any more. I wish we
could get helicopters that cheaply.

It will keep eight of them in use with
the drug interdiction on our border
right now because there is an invasion
going on at our southern border. It is
an invasion, and it is increasing, as I
say, every day.

With that request, I don’t think it is
asking too much to have eight heli-
copters that have already been pur-
chased—they just need crews, equip-
ment, and upkeep—to help in the inter-
diction of the invasion in which drugs
are being brought across our border in
the south.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Chairman, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Texas will be post-
poned.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Chair-
man, I move that the Committee do
now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
COFFMAN) having assumed the chair,
Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee, Acting Chair
of the Committee of the Whole House
on the state of the Union, reported that
that Committee, having had under con-
sideration the bill (H.R. 4870) making
appropriations for the Department of
Defense for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2015, and for other purposes,
had come to no resolution thereon.

———————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 4413, CUSTOMER PROTEC-
TION AND END-USER RELIEF
ACT

Mr. SESSIONS, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 113-476) on the resolution (H.
Res. 629) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 4413) to reauthorize the
Commodity Futures Trading Commis-
sion, to better protect futures cus-
tomers, to provide end users with mar-
ket certainty, to make basic reforms to
ensure transparency and account-
ability at the Commission, to help
farmers, ranchers, and end users man-
age risks to help keep consumer costs
low, and for other purposes, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

e —
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2015

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 628 and rule
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XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 4870.

Will the gentleman from Tennessee
(Mr. DUNCAN) kindly resume the chair.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
4870) making appropriations for the De-
partment of Defense for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2015, and for
other purposes, with Mr. DUNCAN of
Tennessee (Acting Chair) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole House rose earlier
today, a request for a recorded vote on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) had
been postponed, and the bill had been
read through page 10, line 15.
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AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. ELLISON

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Chairman, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will re-
port the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Page 9, line 6, after the dollar amount in-
sert the following: ‘‘(reduced by $10,000,000)
(increased by $10,000,000)".

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 628, the gentleman
from Minnesota and a Member opposed
each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota.

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Chairman, the
purpose of this amendment is very sim-
ple. It is to help American workers as
defense-related factories wind down
production. The intent of the amend-
ment is to allocate an additional $10
million to the Office of Economic Ad-
justment from the general operations
and maintenance funds.

The Office of Economic Adjustment
helps communities across America
when a factory shuts down. Over the
last decade of war, middle class factory
workers have stepped up to the plate to
make sure our troops on the battlefield
have had the weapons and equipment
they have needed. As we transition
away from two long wars and as de-
fense production lines slow down, we
cannot leave these workers with only
pink slips in their hands. That is where
the Office of Economic Adjustment
comes in.

This little known but very important
office in the Pentagon helps commu-
nities that would otherwise be dev-
astated when a factory shuts its doors
for the last time. The Office of Eco-
nomic Adjustment provides grants and
technical assistance to communities so
that they can develop their own strate-
gies to transition to a postwar econ-
omy. Just this month, the Office of
Economic Adjustment provided grants
to Ohio, Michigan, and Indiana. Nearly
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4,000 defense workers have lost their

jobs in these States since 2012, but

thanks to a grant from the Office of

Economic Adjustment, a regional De-

fense Manufacturing Assistance Pro-

gram is underway to help them find
new areas of livelihood.

Simply put, the Office of Economic
Adjustment helps hardworking Ameri-
cans keep their jobs, so I urge my col-
leagues to support this modest amend-
ment to create jobs and help the Amer-
icans who keep our men and women in
uniform equipped with what they need.

I would also like to submit for the
RECORD a good article from Roll Call
which carefully details this issue of
slowing down the wartime economy.
The title of it reads, ““Don’t Cut Pro-
grams that Help Communities Adjust
to Pentagon Spending Reductions.” It
is dated June 9, 2014, and it is written
by Miriam Pemberton and William
Hartung.

[From Roll Call, June 9, 2014]

DoN’'T CUT PROGRAMS THAT HELP COMMU-
NITIES ADJUST TO PENTAGON SPENDING RE-
DUCTIONS—COMMENTARY

(By Miriam Pemberton and William D.
Hartung)

Spring budget season is almost over, and
the House and Senate have once again placed
parochial politics above budget discipline in
their consideration of the Pentagon budget.
The most extreme example came in the
House version of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act, which rejected virtually
every cost-cutting measure put forward by
the Pentagon, from base closings to retiring
unneeded weapons systems. If the House’s
actions aren’t reversed, they would bust the
current budget caps to the tune of $50 billion
over the next five years.

There was one place the House authorizers
were willing to cut way back: a program de-
signed to help communities adjust to defense
downsizings. This is particularly ill-advised
at a time when the Pentagon budget has
been set on a path to come down from a war-
time buildup that brought it to its highest
levels since World War II.

While modest by historical terms, the de-
fense build-down that is now underway will
demand adjustments in the unrealistic
spending plans Congress continues to author-
ize for the Pentagon. And the cuts that are
coming will have impacts in scores of com-
munities across the country.

Since the 1970s a small office within the
Pentagon, the Office of Economic Adjust-
ment, has offered planning grants and tech-
nical assistance to help these communities
develop their own strategies to capitalize on
existing economic strengths and adjust to
postwar economic conditions. Once these
strategies are in place, the OEA serves as a
point of contact for impacted communities
in accessing resources from other federal
agencies to help with implementation of
their plans. Just this week Ohio, Michigan
and Indiana received a grant of more than
$2.4 million to fund a regional Defense Manu-
facturing Assistance Program to address the
loss of 3,900 defense-related jobs in those
three states since 2012.

Most members of Congress want to base
their judgments on Pentagon spending on
what is needed to defend the country. But
they also need to show defense-dependent
communities, businesses and workers in
their states and districts that they are
watching out for their interests. The OEA’s
programs give them a way to judge procure-
ment spending accounts on their merits,
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